
As people become busier, and some 
of our birds become rarer, books 
that tell you where to go birding 

have a larger role to play. Finding Australian 
Birds, by Tim Dolby and Rohan Clarke, is a 
valuable addition to the genre. 

Australia already has a popular book 
on this topic, The Complete Guide to Finding 
the Birds of Australia, also published by 
CSIRO. This new book is considerably 
larger, with more locations covered, and 
it mentions the mammals you can see as 
well. It has, for example, 32 pages about 
Tasmanian locations where the other 
guide has 10, and it has more detailed 
advice about how to track down the noisy 

scrub-bird in Western Australia, a difficult 
bird to see. If you are planning to visit a 
series of national parks, rather than just 
tick off a list of birds, this new book will 
definitely suit you better. Serious birders 
will want both, as they are both very 
competent productions put together by 
genuine experts, and although there is 
considerable overlap in content, there are 
some differences in advice about where to 
see rare species.

Those who are not deep into 
birdwatching will be surprised by how 
many degraded sites feature in this book. 
Australia’s largest sewage treatment 
facility, the Western Treatment Plant near 

Melbourne, gets three pages, with a map 
and photos, and the Alice Springs Waste 
Stabilisation Plant (sewage farm) gets a 
similar treatment, as does the Christmas 
Island refuse tip, thanks to records there 
of such super-vagrants as the Javan and 
Chinese pond heron. The flies drawn to 
rotting food are attractive to other tip 
rarities such as Asian house martins 
and wagtails.

FIND 
THAT BIRD
Tim Low

Tiger shrikes are such rare vagrants to 
Australia that you are extremely unlikely 

ever to see one, but your chances are best on 
Christmas Island or the Cocos-Keeling Islands. 
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