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THIS comprehensive field guide 
ranges across all states and 
territories, from rainforests and 
tall-timbered national parks to 
central deserts and remote gorges. 
The authors even venture to lovely y y
Lord Howe Island (black-winged 
petrel, wedge-tailed shearwater and the like) and 
historic Norfolk Island (Tasman parakeet and the 
elusive long-tailed cuckoo). There’s a useful glossary of 
pertinent websites and details of bird-watching groups 
and an annotated list of species — know where to find, 
say, the splendidly named wandering whistling duck or 
the (rare and nomadic) freckled duck. Top tips for 
spotting include to familiarise yourself with common 
calls, wear muted colours, avoid making sharp noises 
and move slowly and steadily. Twitchers will find this a 
most agreeable companion but all bird-loving travellers 
should pop a copy in their backpack, along with good 
binoculars.

THIS latest themed collection
from Granta contains material of 
the high standard we’ve come to
expect from this imprint. From
samurai culture to the Hello Kitty
phenomenon, a diversity of topics
and voices are featured, including
essays from novelists as stellar as Hiromi Kawakami.
In typical Granta style, there’s a mix of content,
including poetry; Kimiko Hahn’s verse, The Japanese
Firefly Squid, is intriguing while Ruth Ozeki’s piece,
Linked, recalls how she tried writing haiku when she
was young — “Seventeen syllables! How hard could it
be?” — which led to discovering her grandfather, an
indentured labourer on Hawaii’s sugar-cane
plantations in the early 20th century, had been a
keen haiku poet. It’s a lovely piece of nostalgic
writing but just one of many that stand out in this
terrific assembly.
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